Shakespeare’s Theater

· Romeo/Juliet was produced in a public theater.

· Public theaters were built around roofless courtyards and performed only during the daylight hours.

· The surrounding courtyard were 3 levels of galleries with benches-wealthy sat.

· The less wealthy stood and watched from the courtyard pit.

· Shakespeare’s plays were performed in the Globe Theater-built in 1599/today a replica stands in London.

· Globe Theater was round and held between 2500-3000 people. Everyone at hazelnuts.

· The stage was a platform that extended into the pit and the 2nd level gallery right above the stage (upper stage) was were the famous balcony scene took place.

· No scenery…scenery was referenced in dialogue which created rapid succession of one scene to another.

· All actors wore elaborate clothing/play lasted for about 2 hours.

· Acting company made up only of men and boys. No women were allowed to perform because it was considered not proper. Boys 11-13 years of age played female roles.

Romeo & Juliet

· The greatest love story ever told  and the most famous.

· Written by Shakespeare when he was a young man-play is about a young man’s love.

· Shakespeare’s most famous play.

Literary  Elements

· Character-ppl or animals who take part in a literary work.

· Round character-many personality traits-like a real person.

· Flat character-one dimensional, embodying only a single trait. (Shakespeare’s plays include flat characters who provide comic relief)

· Dramatic foil-character who highlights the traits of another character through contrast. Contrasting personality traits.

